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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
After the AGM last month, the committee positions 
remain the same with Jill Hardwicke taking on the 
role of exhibition co-ordinator for the two 
2025 BACCI exhibitions to be held in the 
Masonic Hall in Ballina.  

• President – Francoise Sauvere,  
• Vice president – Mary Richard,  
• Secretary – Rosie Kaplan  
• Treasurer and Publicity Officer – 

Geoffrey Maclean 
• Public Officer – Alexa Grunner 
• Social Media postings – Kim Toft 

Kim will help with the hanging of our next 
exhibition. 

Caroline MacKay will organise the Pop-Up Café at 
the exhibition.  

And a wonderful team of people will set up the 
tables and the hanging frames.  

At the AGM, the idea of organising different social 
and creative activities for members was 
discussed, and a list was started. 

• Day trip to GOMA in Brisbane on Saturday, 
16 August – Geoffrey Maclean 
o Under a Modern Sun: Art in Queensland 

1930s–50s   

o It was proposed to drive Ballina to 
Brisbane on Saturday, 16 August (and 
return the same day), arrange tour guide 
to discuss exhibition, lunch at GOMA, 
(members interested in a day trip to 
Brisbane with lunch should contact 
Geoff). 

• Silk Painting Workshop – Kim Michelle Toft 
• Meet at the NRCG Ballina once per exhibition, 

(every 2 months on the 2nd Wednesday of the 
month – January, March, May, July, 
September and November). Meet at 9.30am, 
view the exhibition and have coffee and a chat 

after. I will set up a group text or chat about 
this or a Facebook Event will be created – 
Jill Hardwicke 
 

• Nature Printing Workshop – Andrew Watson 
 

• Gel Printing Workshop – Andrew Watson 
 

• Day trip to Tweed Regional Gallery and 
Margaret Olley Art Centre (July 2025) – 
carpooling with lunch at the gallery or a local 
restaurant – Francoise Sauvere 

This list is not exhaustive, and members are 
encouraged to add more activities.  

Information on the above events will be shared 
when dates are set. 

We are still in need of more volunteers to help at 
the exhibition. Also, please remember to bring 
some goodies to sell at the café. 

Wishing everyone a successful, happy May 
exhibition and an exciting and creative year. 

Cheers 
Françoise 

 

WHAT’S COMING UP? 
Next monthly meeting is:  
Date: Tuesday, 6 May 2025 
Time:  5.00pm for 5.30pm start  
Location: Boardroom 

Cherry Street Sports Club 
Cnr Cherry & Bentinck Streets 
Ballina 
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LENNOX NEWS 
The Bad boys and girls of Art. 

Pablo Picasso was born in Spain but spent most 
of his life in France.  

Great art is often made by morally problematic 
artists:  

• Caravaggio was famous for his mesmerising 
use of chiaroscuro, but he was a murderer  

• Virginia Woolf was a pioneer in modern 
narrative devices, but she was anti-Semitic  

• Picasso paved the way for cubism, but he was 
a misogynist; and  

• Eric Gill may have produced sensual and 
‘erotic’ sculptures of the young female form, 
but he was a paedophile. 

Picasso was a misogynist. He was physically and 
emotionally abusive towards several women, and 
held unsettling beliefs about them, telling one of 
his mistresses Françoise Gilot that  

‘women are machines for suffering’ and that ‘for 
me there are only two kinds of women: 
goddesses and doormats.’ 

Knowing Picasso’s biography and general moral 
character affects how many viewers interpret and 
value his art, particularly his portraits of women. 
Many report being torn between the greatness of 
the paintings, constituted by their aesthetic 
properties of progressive beauty and grace, and 
the brutal chauvinist reality behind them. We recoil 
from these paintings, wrestling their supposed 
artistic merits and mesmerising content with the 
artist’s immoral, oppressive attitude towards 
women. 

Picasso was also a thief, he stole two Iberian 
statues from the Louvre and was rumoured to 
have stolen the Mona Lisa although this proved to 
be false. 

By all modern standards he was a “very bad man” 
and yet his art was elevated and admired and still 
is today.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“Guernica” is not only Picasso's best-known work, 
it's one of the most famous (and Google-searched) 
paintings in the world. Its depiction of an aerial 
bombing raid on the Basque town of Guernica in 
April 1937, during the Spanish Civil War, was an 
eerie visual prelude to the coming atrocities of 
World War II. 

Can we and should we divorce the man from the 
art?  

**************************** 

Art Prizes 

A few notable ones are coming up: 

1. The Doyles Art Award, this is an increasingly 
popular prize, mainly because of the high 
number of sales it generates. 
 

2. Sunshine Coast National Art Prize, and 
finally the 
 

3. Waverley Art Prize 2025. 

Happy creating 
Lesley Ryan 

 

 

 

https://thedoylesaward.com.au/
https://gallery.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au/art-prizes/sunshine-coast-art-prize
https://wwas.org.au/waverley-art-prize-2025/?utm_term=&utm_campaign=&utm_source=adwords&utm_medium=ppc&hsa_acc=8685868793&hsa_cam=22385059662&hsa_grp=&hsa_ad=&hsa_src=x&hsa_tgt=&hsa_kw=&hsa_mt=&hsa_net=adwords&hsa_ver=3&gad_source=1&gclid=Cj0KCQjw782_BhDjARIsABTv_JBnsTbUzVg3M2T_jzlMzdkoxMiby_QI79OMw08wi8eGU-f0HP92JfgaAuhHEALw_wcB
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ARTISTS PROFILE 
Caroline McKay 

Caroline is a local artist who uses the processes of 
etching, drawing, painting, relief printing and 
sewing to create unique drawings, paintings, 
collages and editioned  artworks that celebrate the 
small things that make up life and make life more 
enjoyable, in particular seasonal shifts and the 
special value of everyday experience.  

She has worked part time in her studio in Federal 
for over 25 years. The surrounding countryside 
and the wonderful experience of living close to 
nature informed her work. She moved  to East 
Ballina earlier this year and is excited to find new 
inspiration from living near the coast. Joining 
BACCI has enabled her to network with a new 
group of artists and craftspeople who also inspire 
her with their varied working methods, media and 
subject matter.  

You can see more of Caroline’s work on her 
website and social media 
https://www.carolinemckayart.com, 
https://www.instagram.com/carolinemckayart/ or 
https://www.facebook.com/carolinemckayart/, 

Caroline regularly exhibits her etchings and 
paintings on the fourth Sunday of the month in the 
Moller Pavilion at Bangalow Market with the  
“Art There” artist’s collective Pop Up Gallery.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Butterflies, passionflowers, rose, lotus, 
pinecone and a Nordic pattern 

https://www.carolinemckayart.com/
https://www.instagram.com/carolinemckayart/
https://www.facebook.com/carolinemckayart/
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BACCI Exhibition  
Exciting times ahead as we rapidly approach the 
Autumn exhibition.  

We have received a healthy number of both 
hanging art entries, craft tables and cards which 
will make for an interesting exhibition.  

So that everything runs smoothly, here are a few 
reminders: 

SET UP at the MASONIC HALL,  
56 CHERRY STREET, BALLINA 

HANGING ART – please deliver your artworks to 
the Masonic Hall on Friday, 2 May between 
2.00pm and 2.30pm.  

REMEMBER to label your artworks with:  
• Your Name 
• Title 
• Medium 
• Price, and  
• Phone number.  

Please present your artwork in good condition 
with the correct D hooks and wire for hanging. 
(*the committee has the right to reject any 
artwork that is not suitable for display) 

There will be someone at the front desk to sign in 
your work.  

Once you are checked in, it is your responsibility 
to attach the provided label to your work ready for 
hanging.  

CRAFT TABLES – to be set up at the Masonic 
Hall with your display of works on Friday, 2 May 
from 2.00pm, ready for opening on Saturday, 
3 May at 9.00am. 

RAFFLE - There are wonderful prizes to be won 
in the raffle.   
Tickets will be available at the door - $2 each or 
3 for $5.  
All proceeds from the raffle will be donated to 
our chosen charity, Momentum Collective. 
The raffle will be drawn on Sunday, 4 May 
at 3:00pm.  
CAFÉ – please bake and bring some wonderful, 
delicious, goodies to sell. You can bring your 
goods on either the Friday afternoon or Saturday 
morning.  

 

VOLUNTEERS – all exhibitors of hanging art 
works who do not have a craft table will be 
rostered to volunteer at the exhibition.  
This is a fabulous way to meet the people who 
are looking at your art, and to make friends with 
other club members who, like you, are art and 
craft enthusiasts. 

ENTRY – entry is free, a gold coin donation is 
appreciated.  

PACK UP – collection of unsold work and 
pack up is on Sunday, 4 May between 3.00pm 
and 3.30pm (not before). 

It would be appreciated if you would please stay 
and help with the packing up of the equipment, not 
just your own work. This makes light work of it for 
everyone. 

We wish you all a very enjoyable and successful 
exhibition.  

Any enquiries, please contact  
Jill (Exhibition Coordinator) 0437 252 480 or 
Francoise (President)  0404 728 450 

 

 

https://mymomentum.org.au/
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CREATIVE ARTISANS 
GALLERY NEWS 
Featured artist(s) for May 2025 is: 

1. Tracey Moorehead 

Originally from Sydney, I've been blessed to be 
living in the Northern Rivers for around 7 years ... 
on a hill with beautiful views and a generous sized 
north facing deck.  

In my past lives I've done a little bit of china 
painting, a little lead lighting and a little bit of piano 
and guitar. I've also done photography and 
penned quite a few poems.  

I guess I've always been drawn to the arty farty 
side of life. During COVID I was gifted some 
pastels for my birthday and about 3 weeks later 
had a bit of a play and the rest, as they say, is 
history. I've dabbled with pastels, watercolours 
and acrylic.  

I don't really have a "style" as yet, although if I 
really had to classify it, I'd say it’s all about 
Colour!! I am obsessed with the magnitude of 
combinations and endless possibilities. As I say to 
my nearest and dearest, I'm just having Fun. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2. Jennifer Unwin 

Jennifer is a Northern Rivers native and an early 
career artist, she works as a multimedia artist 
across Australia and is a member of our local arts 
group BACCI.  

Collaborating on a Youth Festival event in 
Murwillumbah as an event planner, has been a 
recent highlight plus conducting her second solo 
exhibition in Blue Knob Gallery (The Magician 
April 2025) and the Nimbin Art Fair (Easter 2025). 

Jennifer uses a blend of influences to inform and 
respond to elements of nature. She explores the 
diverse rich and gentle elements that abound in 
her immediate garden and landscape, which 
connect her to the area on an intrinsic level. In this 
exhibition she has focused on bringing to the fore, 
elements of printmaking with botanicals, 
demonstrated printmaking techniques across fibre 
and works on and off paper to refine prints and the 
substance of paper itself.  

‘The use of natural florals in dying and creating 
the prints, demonstrates and calms me as an 
immediate artistic response available to our 
current crises, whilst working, it evokes a tactile 
and emotional relationship to inner feeling.  

I just love the effects these natural dyes can 
have on paper and indeed creating the paper 
itself as each find its own way to define the 
subject piece. No two works are the same, 
despite using the same process and that’s 
exciting.’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cheers 
Pauline Rutten  

 

 

Walk in the Forest 

Beginnings of Spring 

Meditation 
Repose 

Uniformity 

https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
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In 2025, Regional Arts NSW is running a monthly 
program of online industry workshops to provide 
regional artists and arts organisations with advice 
and guidance. 
The workshops will cover a different subject each 
month, run by different experts from across the 
industry, and will be free for RANSW Members 
and $20 for non-members. 
Become a RANSW individual member for just $25. 
The first workshop will be on the arts ecology of 
regional NSW, facilitated by RANSW CEO Tracey 
Callinan, and will take place on Friday 28 
February, 1-2pm. Tickets are available now (free 
registrations also required). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
For upcoming events, please visit Regional Arts 
NSW 

 

 

 

Lismore Art Club 
Hi All 
If you're interested in Visual art, then become a 
part of the Lismore Art Club.  
Info on our new look website … 
http://www.lismoreartclub.com 
Explore your creative side.  
New members and beginners welcome. 
Linnea Hannan 
Secretary Lismore Art Club.inc 
15 Casino Street. 
South Lismore. NSW 2480 
E  lismoreartclub@gmail.com 
W  http://www.lismoreartclub.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/membership/
https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/
https://regionalartsnsw.com.au/
http://www.lismoreartclub.com.au/
mailto:lismoreartclub@gmail.com
http://www.lismoreartclub.com/
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Ballina Wave Magazine  
re ‘Artist of the Month’  
Ballina Wave have given a monthly  space to a 
BACCI member, titled ‘Artist of the Month.’  

Details needed for article are:  
• 200 words about you and your work  
(it would also be great if you could 
mention BACCI)  
• 2 x JPEG photos  
(these can be of you and your work or 
just your work  
• email your Ballina Wave artist 
profile (as a word document) and your 

pictures and to Rosie 
(ballinabacci@gmail.com) by the 1st of the 
month 

• if you are unsure how to do the above, 
maybe a family member or friend could 
help you  

• please also please email this document 
and pictures to  
Maria (mariaheaton@hotmail.com),  
she will post this on BACCI’s Facebook 
page  

• it would be great if all members could take 
advantage of this opportunity, please email 
your document and pictures to  
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com)  

Do you have anything to share, (eg art info, 
travel adventures and/or photos)? If so, please 
contact Rosie about your story – you can either  
mail or email your story and photos, (remember to 
include your name) to: 

The Secretary BACCI  
PO Box 111 
Ballina NSW 2478 
OR 
E ballinabacci@gmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:ballinabacci@gmail.com
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Cassino Beef Week Entry form 
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