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PRESIDENTS REPORT

After another successful BACCI May
Exhibition and the welcoming of several new
members, our art and craft group can look
forward to a dynamic continuation of the year.

The light of Autumn accentuates the seasonal
changes in our different landscape and the
changing colours can inspire us in our art
practices. The cooler weather may also
encourage us to create, at least | hope so for
myself!

We seem to be open to new ideas throughout
the year, with workshops and shared activities
for those that wish to participate.

Caroline has already made a date for plein air
drawing or painting shared activity on Tuesday
10 June 2025.

Our next exhibition will be the Memorial Grace
Cruice Exhibition held in the Northern Rivers
Community Gallery in Ballina.

| look forward to seeing you at our next
meeting.

Cheers
Francgoise
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THE CRAFTY ARTIST
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AS MY ARTISTS STATEMEMT
EXPLAIMNS, MY WORK 1S

UTTERLY INCOMPREHENSIBLE
AND 'S THEREFORE
FULL OF DEEP
SIGHIE ICARCE .

HAT’S COMING UP?

Next monthly meeting is:

Date: Tuesday, 3 June 2025

Time: 5.00pm for 5.30pm start

Show & Tell: Caroline McKay

Location: Boardroom
Cherry Street Sports Club
Cnr Cherry & Bentinck Streets
Ballina
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LENNOX NEWS

The first Bad boy of Art - Caravaggio

Caravaggio invented this groundbreaking
technique of light and darkness, with a single,
powerful ray of light coming from outside the
frame. In his time, the norm in painting was a
vague and diffuse light. Caravaggio's contrast of
shadow and light produced a totally new intensity
and stark realism.

Caravaggio's use of light and shadow mirrored the
ups and downs of his turbulent life.

It was the time of Galileo and Monteverdi, and the
painter's life reads like a play by Shakespeare,
another of his contemporaries.

Born in Milan in 1571, Caravaggio arrived in Rome
at the height of the Inquisition, when the church
was all-powerful. But Rome also had a rich low life
of courtesans, gamblers, and brawlers.
Caravaggio led a double life, dividing his time
between the gilded salons of the powerful
cardinals who were his art patrons, and the back-
alley of whorehouses and taverns — the
inspiration for his paintings.

Caravaggio also led a violent life. He left no
letters, so all that is known about him comes
through judicial records of his many scuffles with
the law. Sentenced to death in 1606 for murdering
a man, he fled Rome.

The next four years were spent in flight: to Naples,
to Malta, to Sicily and back to Naples. In Malta, he
got in trouble again. He was arrested but managed
to escape by scaling the fortress-prison walls. His
works got darker and more dramatic —

he believed papal hit men were on his heels.

He painted David with the Head of Goliath,
portraying a delicate young man holding a severed
head that was Caravaggio's own self-portrait, a
tormented mask of agony and horror.

Suddenly, he got long-hoped-for news: He was
pardoned, and he headed back to Rome.

On a hot July day in 1610, a semiconscious
Caravaggio was found lying on a beach along the
Tuscan coast.

It remains a mystery whether he had come down
with malaria or some other illness, or whether he
had been wounded in a duel. Two days later in the
local hospital, the greatest artist of his time ended
his all-too-brief career.
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It took 400 years for his works to be rediscovered.
There is no doubt he was the master of light and
dark.

The image:

David with the head of Goliath — Goliath is
supposedly a self-portrait of the tortured man
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Exhibitions, Workshops and Art Prizes

Art Prizes coming up

¢ Young Paddo for children up to 18 years entries
close 29 June 2025

¢ Paddington Art Prize entries close
10 August 2025

e Portia Geach Memorial Prize entries close
5 August 2025

Exhibitions:
The Archibald is on at the NSW Art Gallery.

Workshops

Watercolour workshop by Lesley Ryan

21 June 2025 at Cherry Street Sports Club —
more details will follow.

Bookings Creative Artisans Gallery

Wigmore Arcade, Ballina or

online at Lesleyryanart@hotmail.com.

Cost $85.00 (part of fee going to women’s refuge)

Lesley Ryan
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ARTISTS PROFILE

Jennifer Unwin

Based in Northern Rivers NSW
as a multi-media artist and
member of local arts group
BACCI, Jennifer uses a blend of
influences to inform and respond
to elements of nature most
recently using the ancient
technique of cyanotype printing
and printmaking.

Using natural floral designs and other natural
elements evokes an immediate response and
calms in the face of many developments the last
few years have seen.

Exhibiting in many areas across NSW Northern
Rivers, including numerous galleries, Jennifer
explores and interprets the rich elements that
abound in the area through printmaking and fine
art photography, with works collected locally,
interstate and overseas.

A recent highlight has been to collaborate as a
photographer on a story book ‘If We Care We
Can’ (2023) and as a performance artist in Bleach
Festival's ‘Us and All of This’ 2024

M 0437 652 522
E: jenny@eventzbiz.com.au
Instagram: @Eventzbiz_Art_Design

BACCI EXHIBITION

This was the first exhibition that | have been
involved with.

| was keen to see how it was put together and to
make sure that the administration side of things
ran smoothly while also providing a warm and
friendly contact for queries.

A new email address bacci.ex@gmail was set up
and the entry forms were tweaked. | was tutored
and guided by the committee, and I'd especially
like to thank Mary for her support.

Putting on an exhibition is a group effort, although
my role has the title of Exhibition Coordinator |
mostly dealt with administration and working out
small issues as the arose by discussing them with
the committee.

It is the committee as a whole who coordinated the
exhibition. I'd like to take a moment to thank them
and all the members who helped to run the
exhibition.

A very big thank you to Kim Michelle Toft who
does a fabulous job of organising and hanging the
artworks with a team of helpers. Another big thank
you to Di Bell and her husband for the continued
support with storage, pick up and pack down for
every event.

Thanks to the team who | don’t even know who do
the heavy lifting of the hanging frames ... | will
make sure to contact you all before the next event.

I'd like to take a moment to comment on both,
putting on an exhibition and exhibiting.

Making art is an enjoyable pastime and it can be a
lifetime of learning and hard work, but as we know
that is not where it all ends.

If you want to show your work, it takes effort, from
framing to entering, transporting it safely, hanging
your work then engaging with people who view
and ultimately, hopefully, buy your work.
Therefore, if you are exhibiting, please realise that
it takes effort on your behalf to exhibit.

Come and help out at the exhibition or for the set

up or pack down ... it is all being put on for your
benefit and for the charity that we support.
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When entries opened there was a rush of entrants
who knew that to get a craft table booking you
need to get in fast as these are allocated in order
as they are received.

We were off and running but as expected, entries
slowed down until the last minute rush.

At the meeting prior to the exhibition an exception
of the rules was made to allow for large artworks
to be shown. With limited exhibiting space and the
weight bearing capacity of the handing frames
taken into consideration it was decided that the
stage could be used for a limited number of large
artworks on easels. | believe this will be the case
for the next exhibition but, again it will be on a first
in best dressed scenario.

A total of 31 members participated in this year's
exhibition, showcasing 92 hanging artworks and
14 craft tables.

The cafe was a huge success, with many patrons
stopping for refreshments after browsing the art.

Caroline extends her gratitude to all the wonderful

members who generously volunteered their time in
the café, serving guests and providing a delightful

selection of homemade cakes and slices.

The People's Choice Awards proved to be a
fantastic addition, with visitors enjoying their
judging role and taking it seriously, leading to a
deeper appreciation of the exhibitors' work.

Award Winners

1. Best Craft Table: Barry Magnay

2. Favourite Artwork: Lydia Kovaks — "Rocky
Shore Line"

To close the exhibition, raffle tickets were drawn,

with four lucky winners receiving their prizes,

either handed out at the event or delivered

afterward.

The names of the raffle prize winners were
announced on Facebook.

We’ll done everyone.
Till the next one!

Cheers and happy creating
Jill

CREATIVE ARTISANS
GALLERY NEWS

Featured artist(s) for June 2025 are:

1. Esther Perry

Esther Perry has spent most of her life living
between Lennox Head and Lismore areas,
choosing to settle in Alstonville, and she has been
there for the past 13 years.

She started making treasure journals about
20 years ago, and also made greeting cards, over
the years they became quite elaborate.

Eight (8) years ago, her crafting took a turn when
she discovered the delights of using recycled
paper, envelopes, vintage bits of lace,
photographs etc, and hand binding these together
to create what is called a treasure journal.

Then came the digital images, which she now
incorporates to brighten the journal or create a
stronger theme throughout. She hand-ages the
majority of papers, which gives the journal an
antique, aged look, plus will often machine sew
parts of the journal pages, pocket, or book cover.

“Each and every journal | make is unique and
one of a kind. A journal will typically take me
about a week to complete from start to finish.
The journals are used for art, photos, mixed
media or just a daily diary. | hope you will find
inspiration as you turn the pages as I love
making them.”
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2. Rosemary Bambrook

Rosemary Bambrook has been passionate about
art for many years, and living in the Northern rivers
for the last 20 has stimulated her passion for

pottery.

Prior to this Rosemary completed a Fine Arts
degree at Royal Melbourne Institute of
Technology, where she majored in ceramics.

She taught as a secondary school teacher and, in
her role as Head of the Arts Faculty at a girls’
college in Melbourne, she co-ordinated numerous
exhibitions and events, organised artists in
residence and worked with a Japanese museum
co-ordinating children’s art.

Rosemary has been a contributor to various
exhibitions as well as exhibiting work at The
National Gallery in Melbourne, smaller galleries
around Melbourne, as well as the Murwillumbah
“Mud and Art Trails” Northern rivers NSW.

She is a member of the Murwillumbah Potters’
group and for several years a volunteer at the
Northern Regions Community Art Gallery.

Her techniques are both wheel and hand building
to form practical kitchenware, decorated with
vibrant colours using interesting patterns and
designs taken from nature. These are always
changing as new ideas are prolific.

Pauline Rutten

ROUNDUP

RANSW 2025 Workshop Program

REGIONAL ARTS NSW

Monthly online industry workshops
for artists and art organisations

FEBRUARY — DECEMEER

$20 OR FREE TO RANSW MEMBERS

In 2025, Regional Arts NSW is running a monthly
program of online industry workshops to provide
regional artists and arts organisations with advice
and guidance.

The workshops will cover a different subject each
month, run by different experts from across the
industry, and will be free for RANSW Members
and $20 for non-members.

Become a RANSW individual member for just $25.

The first workshop will be on the arts ecology of
regional NSW, facilitated by RANSW CEO Tracey
Callinan, and will take place on Friday 28
February, 1-2pm. Tickets are available now (free
registrations also required).

RA
Nov
WHO'S GOING TO HELP ME? i

Understanding the arts

ecology for regional artists

WITH TRACEY CALLINAN

FRIDAY 28 FEBRUARY, 1-2PM RANSW WORKSHOP PROGRAM

For upcoming events, please visit Regional Arts
NSW
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Lismore Art Club

Hi All

If you're interested in Visual art, then become a
part of the Lismore Art Club.

Info on our new look website ...
http://www.lismoreartclub.com

Explore your creative side.
New members and beginners welcome.

Linnea Hannan

Secretary Lismore Art Club.inc
15 Casino Street.

South Lismore. NSW 2480

E lismoreartclub@gmail.com

W http://www.lismoreartclub.com

Plein Air drawing/painting
morning.

If anyone is interested in coming along to a
morning of drawing or painting (or any other type
of art) locally outdoors in Ballina area, please
email Caroline McKay — mmk777@live.com to get
put on the mailing list for upcoming sessions.

Every 2nd Tuesday of the month starting on
Tuesday 10th June (weather permitting) from
9.30am to 12.00noon (more or less).

On Tuesday 10 June we will meet at Shelly Beach
carpark (near surf club) at 9.30 am and spread out
from there.

What to bring:

Hat, drawing/painting materials, something to sit
on, mossie spray, sunscreen, snacks, and drink.

If anyone has interesting ideas of places to
draw/paint that have good car access /parking
opportunities (either public or private) please email
Caroline.
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Ballina Wave Magazine
re ‘Artist of the Month’
"5 Ballina Wave have given a monthly space

to a BACCI member, titled ‘Artist of the
Month.’

Details needed for article are:

e 200 words about you and your work
(it would also be great if you could mention
BACCI)

e 2 x JPEG photos
(these can be of you and your work or just
your work

e email your Ballina Wave artist profile (as a
word document) and your pictures and to
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com) by the 1st
of the month

» if you are unsure how to do the above,
maybe a family member or friend could
help you

e please also please email this document
and pictures to
Maria (mariaheaton@hotmail.com),
she will post this on BACCI’s Facebook
page

e it would be great if all members could take
advantage of this opportunity, please email
your document and pictures to
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com)

Do you have anything to share, (eg art info,
travel adventures and/or photos)? If so, please
contact Rosie about your story — you can either
mail or email your story and photos, (remember to
include your name) to:

The Secretary BACCI
PO Box 111
Ballina NSW 2478

OR
E ballinabacci@gmail.com

Page 6


http://www.lismoreartclub.com.au/
mailto:lismoreartclub@gmail.com
http://www.lismoreartclub.com/
mailto:ballinabacci@gmail.com

FAIR GUIDE
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AFFORDABLE ART FAIR, Brisbane. May 2025.

BACCI members Caroline McKay, Nicoleen Agnello and Geoffrey Maclean drove to Brisbane for the day
to attend the Affordable Art Fair featuring fifty (50) galleries with 1,000’s of artworks priced between
$100 and $10,000. The fair ran for 4 days from Thursday 8 to Sunday 11 May 2025.

Forty (40) of the galleries were professional galleries from around Australia and New Zealand
representing their stable of artists, two (2) of those galleries featured Aboriginal artists. The remaining
ten (10) gal!eries were represented by artists themselves, usually in groups of three (3) artists per
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The people attending the galleries were commenting on the large Saturday turnout after a slower
Thursday and Friday.

People were coming to buy art and were walking out with it under their arms. As art sold the gallery walls
were immediately re-filled by backroom stock.

There were 2 pop up cafes serving morning and afternoon tea, barista coffee and meals.

There was a central bar serving wine and champagne by the glass which proved very popular with the
guests.

g@c}} Page 7



We departed Ballina at 9.00am, arrived at the Art Fair at 11.00am and left at 2.00pm, 3 hours was enough
time to see the whole fair, every stand, and spend time talking to the individual artists and the gallery
owners ... we grabbed a quick cafe lunch on the run.

Well know professional Australian artists were not showing at this fair, their galleries preferring to use the
fair as a forum to promote their up-and-coming artists.

We left the fair and proceeded to visit Philip Bacon Galleries showing Margaret Olley, Jan Murphy Gallery
showing A.J Taylor and finally the Art Shed to pick up some art supplies and arrived back in Ballina at
7.45pm ... a very rewarding day.

Looking forward to the next BACCI Brisbane trip to see upcoming Art Exhibitions.
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Workshop with Lesley Ryan
Fast and Loose Tips, Tricks
and Techniques

Sunday 22nd June 2025
Cherry Street Sports Club
Cost $85.00
Time 9.30 to 3.00pm

Booking : Creative Artisans Gallery or text Lesley Ryan on 0403848417
Portion of fees donated to Ballina Women's refuge
Detailed list of requirements provided after booking.

Lesley is an experienced and qualified art teacher. She has been tutoring private students for
many years. She has taught and studied painting overseas and travelled and studied art at
every opportunity. Lesley has exhibited internationally, had many solo exhibitions and joint
exhibitions. She studied at the London College of Art and East Sydney Technical College. She
has won many awards for her watercolour work recent wins Best in Show Coraki, Best in
Show, Ballina Art Society, Acquisitive Prize Bentley Art Show, finalist international
Watercolour Muster to name just a few.
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