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Newsletter of the  
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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Gallerie d'Italia - Naples, Italy, present the 
exhibition "OBEY: Power to the peaceful".  

The exhibition is dedicated to American artist 
Shepard Fairey (Charleston USA, 1970), alias 
OBEY, one of the most influential artists on the 
contemporary scene.  

Currently traveling in Italy, I was fortunate enough 
to see this exhibition. I appreciated his work and it 
was impressive to be in this huge exhibition hall 
surrounded by his large pieces. So much can be 
done with so few colours and thought-provoking 
words.  

"OBEY: Power to the peaceful" explores one of 
the most pressing issues of our time: peace as an 
active choice and a collective responsibility. 

Emerging from the skate culture and underground 
graphics of the 1990s, Fairey has created one of 
the most recognisable visual languages in global 
public art. With posters, screen prints and murals 
in cities all over the world, he has developed a 
powerful and immediate aesthetic that reshapes 
the codes of propaganda, transforming them into 
tools for social critique and political awareness  

With over a hundred works, the exhibition covers 
some of the central themes of the artist’s research: 
the relationship between power and 
communication, the building of consensus, fights 
for justice, and the role of communities as agents 
of change.  

For me, his work demonstrates how one can 
imagine new spaces for interaction and solidarity, 
whenever history is marked by conflict, geopolitical 
tensions and sweeping social unrest. To follow his 
biography and his path to be an artist in this 
spacious gallery was insightful and gave me a 
sense of optimism.  

 

 
Sending your warm thoughts from another part of 
our beautiful world.  
Françoise 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://gallerieditalia.com/en/naples/
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WHAT’S COMING UP? 
Monthly meeting of 2016:  
Date: Tuesday, 2 June 2026 
Time:  5.00pm for 5.30pm start  
Show & Tell: Pauline Smith 
Location: Boardroom 

Cherry Street Sports Club 
Cnr Cherry & Bentinck Streets 
Ballina 

 

LENNOX NEWS 
I can’t really bypass June without some 
commentary about the Archibald Prize for 2026. 

Melbourne-based artist Richard Lewer was 
awarded the 2026 Archibald Prize for his life-size 
portrait of Pitjantjatjara elder and artist Iluwanti 
Ken, receiving a $100,000 prize for the yellow-
ochre painted work.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This was the seventh time the artist was a finalist, 
and the work is on an unprimed canvas. The 
painting continues the trend of artist painting 
artists. The conditions of entry  state portrait must  
be painted from life, meaning the subject and artist 
must have at least one live sitting. While intended 
for notable people in art, letters, science, or 
politics, the choice of subject is ultimately open. I 
personally would like to see more portraits of 
notable Australians rather than artists self-
portraits. 

 

 

 

 

 
The Wynne Prize was awarded to Gaypalani 
Wanambi, and the Sulman Prize was conferred 
upon Lucy Culliton. I did like the greyhound in the 
chair, winner of the Sulman Prize. Lucy has quite 
a few rescue greyhounds and she is passionate 
about this cause. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Not all paintings are accurately represented in 
photographs, so the quality of this year's Archibald 
exhibition is best assessed by viewing it in person 
at the Art Gallery of NSW. 

******************** 
We have quite a few art prizes coming up and 
here is a list of some of them, full details and entry 
forms are on their websites. 

• Waverley Woollahra 9 X 5 Landscape prize 
• John Leslie Art Prize for landscape 
• Urunga small sculpture prize 
• Wollumbin Art Prize – Tweed Regional 

Gallery 
• Lester Prize for portraiture 

Creative Artisans Gallery in Wigmore Arcade is 
offering workshops, including watercolour painting, 
pastels, book binding, weaving, resin jewellery, 
and mixed media.  

If you're interested in hosting a workshop, contact 
me at lesleyryanart@gmail.com. The gallery 
provides the venue, booking service and 
advertising for $10 per participant; you set your 
own fee and choose the duration.    

Lesley Ryan 

 

https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/prizes/archibald/2026/
https://www.artgallery.nsw.gov.au/
https://wwas.org.au/9x5-landscape-prize-2026/?srsltid=AfmBOoq2B1LsqhVsz_6ePK9i53p0JT79VOIuMZY099NoVzeaZqFUphXo
https://www.gippslandartgallery.com/prizes/john-leslie-art-prize
https://urungasmallsculptureprize.com.au/
https://gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/awards/wollumbin-art-award
https://gallery.tweed.nsw.gov.au/whats-on/awards/wollumbin-art-award
https://www.lesterprize.com/
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EXHIBITION REPORT 
Another wonderful Exhibition done and dusted. All 
Committee & Members are to be congratulated on 
their high standards of Art & Craft that were 
beautifully presented. 

Eleven paintings sold, and Craft tables were kept 
busy all weekend. Numbers were down on Sunday 
with the rain and Mother’s Day, although lots of 
Mums were treated to yummy morning teas and 
lunch. 

Special thanks go to: 

• Andrew who had the Administrative side 
perfect.  

• Caroline and her crew who organised and ran 
the very successful Cafe.  

• Geoff who handled sales and publicity, as well 
as his own table.  

• Kim and the hanging team, who presented the 
artworks very professionally as usual.  

• All the Rostered Members who were the 
welcoming faces and ticket sellers 
extraordinaire.  

• The behind scenes Members who magically 
transfer and set up the hanging screens, 
tables, signs etc.  

• Big thanks to Di, Barry and their team; and  
• our Banner hangers.  

So much organising leading up to, during and after 
each event, the biggest Thank You All. 

We have once again done ourselves and our 
Charity, Ballina Bosum Buddies who are part of 
Breast Cancer Network Australia, proud. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Exhibition Winners and their prize(s) are: 

• Raffle prize – a Kim Toft Limited Edition Silk 
Painting won by Kathy Gray  

• Second Prize – $100 to Maree Haig QLD, 
donated by BACCI  

• Third Prize – $50 to Ray Jones, donated by 
BACCI  

• People's Choice Art –  Rod Ellis "The Artists 
Muse" 

• People's Choice Craft – Barry Magnay’s 
Woodwork 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At our next meeting a: 

• $100 will be presented to each of the above 
winning artist / craftsperson  

• $1,000 cheque will be presented to our charity 
'Ballina Bosum Buddies'. 

BACCI donated $1,000 to the Cherry Street Sports 
Club Appeal for the Marine Rescue Ballina, 
following the recent tragedy. 

Mary 
Vice President 

 

 

 

 

 

 

BACCI Exhibition 
2026 Raffle Prize 
winner, Kathy 
Gray, with 
Michelle Toft 

https://www.bcna.org.au/services-and-support-groups/services-data/ballina-bosom-buddies/
https://www.bcna.org.au/
https://www.bcna.org.au/services-and-support-groups/services-data/ballina-bosom-buddies/
https://cherrystreet.com.au/
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CREATIVE ARTISANS 
GALLERY NEWS 
Featured artist for June 2026 is: 

1. Kim Michelle Toft 

For more than 35 years, Kim 
Michelle Toft has dedicated her 
career to the art of silk painting, 
creating vibrant works inspired by 
the beauty of the natural world. 
Renowned for both her stunning 
hand-painted silks and her multi 
award-winning environmental 
children’s books, Kim’s work 
captures the colour, movement, and spirit of 
Australia’s coastal and marine environments.  

Living in Northern NSW for almost four decades, 
Kim continues to draw inspiration from the 
landscapes and wildlife surrounding her. Her 
unique artistic style combines intricate detail with 
the luminous quality of silk, resulting in works that 
are both striking and deeply expressive.  

Creative Artisans Gallery (CAG) is proud to exhibit 
Kim’s exquisite silk paintings, limited edition prints, 
books, silk scrunchies, and scarves from  
Monday, 1 to Friday, 20 June.  

CAG Opening hours are: 

• Monday to Friday: from 9.30am to 3.30pm 
• Saturday: from 9.30 am to 12 noon 
• Closed: Sundays and Public Holidays 

Silk painting workshops will also be available on 
Friday, 26 June.  

For enquiries, please contact: 
info@creativeartisans.org.au 

Cheers 
Pauline Rutten  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Grace Cruice Exhibition 
WOW, the Autumn show is all wrapped up and it's 
time to start to get our heads around the Grace 
Cruice Exhibition at the Northern Rivers 
Community Gallery (NRCG). 

Following is the: 

• entry form; and  
• important instructions … it is important to read 

the instructions and follow them, they are set 
by the NRCG. 

Unfortunately, in previous years we have had 
members who have not following these NRCG 
instructions, which has the potential to jeopardise 
our tenure with the Gallery. 

Mary and I appreciate your continued cooperation. 

Rosie 

 

 

 

https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
https://www.nrcgballina.com.au/v1/
https://www.nrcgballina.com.au/v1/
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Ballina Wave Magazine  
re ‘Artist of the Month’  
Ballina Wave have given a monthly  space to a 
BACCI member, titled ‘Artist of the Month.’  

Details needed for article are:  
• 200 words about you and your work  

(it would also be great if you could mention 
BACCI)  

• 2 x JPEG photos  
(these can be of you and your work or just 
your work  

• email your Ballina Wave artist profile (as a 
word document) and your pictures and to 
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com) by the 1st 
of the month 

• if you are unsure how to do the above, 
maybe a family member or friend could 
help you  

• please also please email this document 
and pictures to  
Maria (mariaheaton@hotmail.com),  
she will post this on BACCI’s Facebook 
page  

• it would be great if all members could take 
advantage of this opportunity, please email 
your document and pictures to  
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com)  

Do you have anything to share, (eg art info, 
travel adventures and/or photos)? If so, please 
contact Rosie about your story – you can either  
mail or email your story and photos, (remember to 
include your name) to: 

The Secretary BACCI  
PO Box 111 
Ballina NSW 2478 
OR 
E ballinabacci@gmail.com  

 

 

 

mailto:ballinabacci@gmail.com
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The 15th Annual Grace Cruice 
Memorial Exhibition 

Thursday 20 August – Sunday 11 October 2026 
Northern Rivers Community Gallery 

 

ENTRY FORM - TO BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 3PM FRIDAY 24 JULY 2026 

 
POST to PO Box 111, Ballina NSW 2478 
EMAIL to Andrew at bacciexhibitions@gmail.com 
 

Name:  

Address:  

Phone:  

Email:  

ART ENTRIES please read exhibition guidelines in conjunction with this entry form 

TITLE of ARTWORK                       MEDIUM          PRICE           SIZE    

Example Title Watercolour 450 20 x 28cm  
(W) x (H) 

    

    

 

CRAFT ENTRIES please read exhibition guidelines in conjunction with this entry form 

TYPE of CRAFT    TITLE of PIECE                              PRICE    SIZE   
 e.g. Hand Made Ceramic    e.g.  blue bowl                     $120 H x W x D  

       

       

    

 The work entered is my own work and I agree to abide by the terms and conditions of 
entry.  

 

Signed……………………………………………………Date………………………… 

 

mailto:bacciexhibitions@gmail.com


 

Page 7 
 

 
THE 15th ANNUAL GRACE CRUICE MEMORIAL EXHIBITION 2026 

Thursday 20 August – Sunday 11 October 2026 

This exhibition is a showcase of BACCI members works and is in tribute to our founding member. 
Please enter you BEST WORK, you are not only representing yourself, but you are also 
representing your club.  

Entry Forms: TO BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN 3PM FRIDAY 24 JULY 2026  

Mail:  PO Box 111 
Ballina NSW 2478  

EMAIL: Andrew: bacciexhibitions@gmail.com  

Please do not email to any other email address as your entry will not be processed.  

ALL CONDITIONS OF EXHIBITING ARE SET OUT BY THE NRCG.  

NRCG STAFF ALONG WITH BACCI CURATORS RESERVE THE RIGHT TO WITHDRAW ANY 
ENTRIES THAT THEY DEEM UNSUITABLE FOR EXHIBITION.  

SIZES and LIMITS FOR HANGING WORKS  
• MAXIMUM 120cm x 100cm – 1 work only  
• MAXIMUM 63.5cm x 50.8cm - 2 works only  

These are outer dimensions unframed - if your work has a frame, and the image size meets the 
above, it will be accepted for exhibition (subject to T&C’s). Please be sensible regarding frame 
width.  

3D works (craft pieces).  
• A maximum of three (3)_pieces per exhibitor.  
The items should fit on a 40cm x 40cm plinth. The Gallery staff will curate craft displays. No shop 
like fittings to be brought to the Gallery at delivery time please.  

All exhibited pieces are to be original works completed by the exhibitor. Works completed outside 
of the last 12 months will be considered for entry.  

Commission: 40% commission on all sold items.  

Delivery 
• works will be received by Mary and Andrew 
• All works to be delivered to the NRCG on Monday, 17 August between 9am – 10 am.  
• No late entries are accepted as cut off is STRICTLY 10AM.  
• Drop off time may vary; entrants will be notified of changes if any.  

Please DO NOT LEAVE WORKS AT THE GALLERY at any other time. Staff will not accept any 
items.  

 
Collection:  
• Unsold works to be collected by the exhibitor or their representative  

Monday, 12 October between 8am and 9am  
• All works must be collected in this time … NO exceptions.  
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Labelling: All hanging works to be clearly labelled on the back, with artists name, phone number, 
title, medium and price. If not labelled the work will not be accepted and will not be exhibited.  

Hanging Works should be delivered in a suitable condition for hanging. Stretched canvas and 
framed work should have D rings attached at the back 5cm from the top of work to point of screw 
fixing.  

All other work must have an individual identification name and number to allow ready 
identification for gallery staff.  

Photos for Catalogue: To be received by close of business FRIDAY 24 JULY 2025 Members 
must provide photos of their entries in .jpg format. The file is to be named as per outline below.  

Please email these to bacciexhibitions@gmail.com  

One photo of each piece being exhibited is required. IE: entering one piece = one photo of that 
work, 3 pieces = 3 photos, one photo each of each piece being exhibited.  

Photos are to be highest resolution and quality. Photos are to be cropped showing only the work 
(NO frames) or anything else around them.  

3d works are to be photographed on a plain neutral background (NO coloured backgrounds NO 
props)  

NAMING IMAGE FILES FOR EMAILING: Images need to be named using below format.  

Surname_Firstname_artworktitle_year_medium/details_dimensions in CMS - H x W OR if 3D H x 
W x D_price  

EXAMPLE (non-hanging) Surname_Firstname_earings Blue Sapphires_2025_ H x W x D_$115  

BACCI treasurer will distribute funds to individual artists when funds are received from the gallery. 
It is your responsibility to ensure that your banking details are accurate and on file with the BACCI 
treasurer.  

The gallery does not have exhibition insurance for artwork and or shop stock, all due care will be 
taken.  

The gallery or BACCI will not be responsible for any loss or damage howsoever caused.  

Any questions please contact Mary Richards (0447 393 626), or Andrew Watson (0409 337 984).  

PLEASE DO NOT PHONE THE GALLERY. 
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 To register for this free event, click on the link: https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-
building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4 
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https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4
https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4
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To register for this free event, click on the link: https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-
building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4 

 

https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4
https://mailchi.mp/artsnorthernrivers/practice-101-building-a-scalable-practice?e=1f0c17f7e4
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