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PRESIDENTS REPORT 
Hello everyone 
As I continue my travels through France, I was 
fortunate enough to see this amazing exhibition by 
a friend of a friend. 
Many of my friends are experienced artists and as 
it happens each year during the warmer months of 
spring and summer, there are a multitude of 
exhibitions to visit. 
This is a report of one of them. 
The pieces presented by Chantal Bidel (a visual 
artist from Caen, France) explore the theme of 
memory: the memory of recent history for the sake 
of history yet to come. Her work is urgent – akin to 
a manifesto – and reconnects art with history; 
commemorating, remembering, and constantly 
honouring fragments of collective memory to fuel 
the artwork, such is the approach of this 
committed artist. 
*Nous sommes tous des migrants* (we are all 
migrants) addresses the painful subject of 
migration — an experience far removed from a 
cruise taken in search of the exotic; instead, it 
depicts the flight of a terrified person embarking on 
a long, perilous journey in hopes of a better day. 
For Chantal Bidel, we are all potential migrants. 
Her work is multimedia, she uses sculpture in 
wood, clay work, drawing in charcoal and pencil 
and acrylic and watercolour paints. 
All that view her work are touched by the strength 
of her message. One can only be an observer and 
allow one’s emotions to process what is viewed. 
Here are several photos of her artwork. 
 
 
 
 
 

For Chantal the role of the artist is to bear witness 
of the times. The artist writes history, incarnates 
social ideals and tries to repair injustices. As an 
ex-teacher she believes that her task is to awaken 
consciousness. 
Her work tells stories, defends and denounces. 
I translated her words that introduce her exhibition: 

“If saving and helping is a legitimate and 
moral obligation, remembering also is. 

These are humanitarian values, filled with 
brotherhood and solidarity. It is the basis of 
our civilisation. 

We did say: “never again” but still…” 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Françoise 

https://www.moulins-tourisme.com/en/fete-manifestation/exposition-de-chantal-bidel-plasticienne/
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WHAT’S COMING UP? 
Monthly meeting of 2016:  
Date: Tuesday, 7 July 2026 
Time:  5.00pm for 5.30pm start  
Location: Boardroom 

Cherry Street Sports Club 
Cnr Cherry & Bentinck Streets 
Ballina 

 
LENNOX NEWS 
Breaking the Mould: Self-Taught Artists 
and the Revolution of Style 
The Unconventional Paths of Picasso, 
Van Gough, Kahlo, and Rousseau  
In a world where formal art education is often seen 
as the golden ticket to creative success, some of 
history’s most celebrated artists have forged their 
own paths — challenging conventions and 
redefining what it means to be an artist. 
Pablo Picasso, who began his journey at the 
Royal Academy of San Fernando in Madrid, 
famously broke away from academic traditions to 
pioneer revolutionary styles that changed the 
course of modern art. 
The label “self-taught” is frequently applied to 
artists who chart their own courses, but in reality, 
most are self-directed. They immerse themselves 
in masterworks, delve into books, and increasingly 
turn to digital platforms for inspiration and practical 
guidance. This independence has both its perks 
and pitfalls. 
• Unique Style: Unburdened by academic 

“rules,” self-directed artists often develop 
highly individual, raw, and recognisable 
aesthetics that stand out from the crowd. 

• Entrepreneurial Edge: Many bypass 
traditional gatekeepers such as galleries and 
critics, building thriving audiences on their 
own terms. 

Among the ranks of famed self-taught artists are: 

• Vincent van Gogh, who studied 
Charles Bargue’s drawing course 
and copied prints before taking brief 
lessons in Antwerp;  
 

 
 
 

• Frida Kahlo, who began painting alone 
while bedridden after a bus crash; and  
 
• Henri Rousseau, who mastered 
his craft independently while working 
full-time as a toll collector.  

Their stories remind us that creativity 
knows no bounds — and sometimes, the most 
remarkable art is born far from the classroom. 
All these artists created works that are timeless 
and I don’t think we ask if they had formal training 
to admire and love their work. I love Van Gough’s 
paintings as well as Monet, both have something 
very hard to express in words, both have paintings 
that give me goosebumps and they can’t be 
further apart in training and temperament. 

********************* 
David Hockney 
 

 

 

 

As I am writing this I’ve just heard about the death 
of David Hockney.  
For a man who never had a cigarette out of his 
mouth he did quite well to die at the age of 88, a 
month shy of his 89th birthday.  
Love or dislike his work he is a beacon to 
adaptability, using his iPad to paint and holding an 
exhibition when he was 85. Proving once again, 
age is not a barrier to creativity.  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Lesley Ryan 

 
 
 
 

https://www.vangoghmuseum.nl/en
https://www.artic.edu/artists/33529/charles-bargue
https://www.frida-kahlo-foundation.org/
https://www.henrirousseau.net/
https://www.hockney.com/home
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******************************** 

Creative Artisans Gallery (CAG) in Wigmore 
Arcade is offering workshops, including 
watercolour painting, pastels, book binding, 
weaving, resin jewellery, and mixed media.  
If you're interested in hosting a workshop, contact 
me at lesleyryanart@gmail.com.  
The gallery provides the venue, booking service  
and advertising for $10 per participant; you set 
your own fee and choose the duration. 

******************************** 
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CREATIVE ARTISANS 
GALLERY NEWS 
Featured artist for July 2026 is: 

1. Paul Frangos 

Fine woodworker Paul Frangos has spent more 
than a decade refining his craft, creating 
exceptional timber pieces that blend traditional 
woodworking techniques with contemporary 
design. 

A dedicated student of master craftsman 
Geoff Hannah OAM for six years, Paul developed 
a strong foundation in precision craftsmanship and 
an appreciation for the artistry that fine 
woodworking demands.  

Working with carefully selected timbers including: 

• Queensland silky oak,  
• hoop pine,  
• mango,  
• figured Tasmanian myrtle; and  
• red cedar,  

Paul transforms raw materials into distinctive 
works of art. Intricate coloured veneer inlays add 
another dimension to his pieces, creating visual 
interest and highlighting the natural beauty of the 
timber. 

Inspired by both the natural world and modern 
design, Paul approaches each project with 
patience and attention to detail. Some works take 
only a few months to complete, while others 
evolve over several years as ideas and techniques 
are refined. 

His work celebrates the enduring appeal of 
handcrafted timber, combining traditional skills 
with creative innovation to produce pieces that are 
both functional and artistic. Through his dedication 
to quality and craftsmanship, Paul continues to 
showcase the beauty, versatility and longevity of 
fine woodworking. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
********************* 

CAG Opening hours are: 

• Monday to Friday: from 9.30am to 3.30pm 
• Saturday: from 9.30 am to 12 noon 
• Closed: Sundays and Public Holidays 

For any enquiries, please contact us via email at 
info@creativeartisans.org.au 

Cheers 
Pauline Rutten  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
https://www.creativeartisans.org.au/
https://artfacts.net/artist/paul-frangos
https://www.hannahcabinet.com/


Page 5 
 

Grace Cruice Exhibition 
It’s time to start getting our heads around the 
Grace Cruice Exhibition at the Northern Rivers 
Community Gallery (NRCG). 

June’s newsletters had the following attached: 

• entry form; and  
• important instructions … it is important to read 

the instructions and follow them, they are set 
by the NRCG. 

Please remember it is very important to follow all 
NRCG instructions. 

Thanks  
Mary & Andrew 

********************* 
Road Trip and Visit to  
Orange Regional Gallery  
I recently had a road trip, with my cousin, to 
Orange for our Uncle’s 90th birthday. While there I 
visited the Orange Regional Gallery … it was 
great. 
Here are some pictures – they are celebrating 
their 40th year. 
Thanks  
Cheryl 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ballina Wave Magazine  
re ‘Artist of the Month’  
Ballina Wave have given a monthly  space to a 
BACCI member, titled ‘Artist of the Month.’  

Details needed for article are:  
• 200 words about you and your work  

(it would also be great if you could mention 
BACCI)  

• 2 x JPEG photos  
(these can be of you and your work or just 
your work  

• email your Ballina Wave artist profile (as a 
word document) and your pictures and to 
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com) by the 1st 
of the month 

• if you are unsure how to do the above, 
maybe a family member or friend could 
help you  

• please also please email this document 
and pictures to  
Maria (mariaheaton@hotmail.com),  
she will post this on BACCI’s Facebook 
page  

• it would be great if all members could take 
advantage of this opportunity, please email 
your document and pictures to  
Rosie (ballinabacci@gmail.com)  

Do you have anything to share, (eg art info, 
travel adventures and/or photos)? If so, please 
contact Rosie about your story – you can either  
mail or email your story and photos, (remember to 
include your name) to: 

The Secretary BACCI  
PO Box 111 
Ballina NSW 2478 
OR 
E ballinabacci@gmail.com  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.nrcgballina.com.au/v1/
https://www.nrcgballina.com.au/v1/
https://www.orange.nsw.gov.au/gallery/
mailto:ballinabacci@gmail.com
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Cassino Art Gallery Exhibition 
Just a little reminder that our next exhibition 
begins on Saturday, 25 July 2026 and we want 
your wonderful work delivered to us the week 
before on the Saturday, 18 July 2026. 

We are looking forward to what you create for the 
Art Gallery visitors of Casino and the Richmond 
Valley and Beyond. 

We now find ourselves very busy with even more 
visitors than usual, because people who come to 
the new, beautiful, suspension bridge over the 
Richmond River, opposite our Gallery, come in 
for more Casino excitement 

The bridge with its sky blue poles is a vision 
splendid, and one that you won't want to miss 

Hope to see you all Saturday, 18 July 2026, and 
again at our Exhibition opening on Saturday,  
25 July 2026. 

Email cassinoartgallery@gmail.com for an entry 
form or it can be downloaded from Cassino 
Gallery website. 

The current Exhibition entitled ‘Celebrating 
NAIDOC’ runs until 18 July 2026, please visit their 
Gallery and taken a look, this is thought provoking 
visual feast. 

Hope to see you soon as a visitor or an entrant. 
Regards 
Maree Beek 
President 
Cassino Art Gallery 
0439 308 620 

 

 

 

 

https://richmondvalley.nsw.gov.au/signature-projects/casino-suspension-bridge/
mailto:cassinoartgallery@gmail.com
https://cassinoartgallery.org.au/
https://cassinoartgallery.org.au/
https://cassinoartgallery.org.au/2026/04/13/celebrating-naidoc/
https://cassinoartgallery.org.au/2026/04/13/celebrating-naidoc/
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Mud Trail more than an event:  a clay experience! 
21-24 August 2026 

35 Potters / 26 Studios / 4 Clay-filled days 

Mud Trail — More Than an Event: A Clay Experience 
This year’s Mud Trail is shaping up to be our most immersive and inspiring yet. A four- day 
celebration of creativity, connection, and hands-on experiences across the North Coast ceramic 
community. 
From 21 – 24 August, visitors are invited to step beyond the gallery walls and into the working 
worlds of ceramic artists. Wander through beautiful studios, meet makers, discover the stories 
behind the work, and experience the vibrant culture of ceramics in some of the region’s most 
stunning locations. Whether you’re a collector, maker, curious beginner, or simply looking for a 
unique creative weekend away, Mud Trail offers something special — not just an event to attend, 
but an experience to be part of. 

Open studios AND two days of workshops: 
While the much-loved Open Studio Weekend returns on Saturday, 22 and Sunday, 23 August, 
this year’s program expands even further with specialised workshops running on Friday, 21 and 
Monday, 24 August.  
These intimate sessions offer rare opportunities to learn directly from skilled ceramic artists in 
inspiring studio environments. 

Workshops Are Filling Fast 
Our workshop program is live on our website and bookings can be made through Humanitix, 
bookings are already coming in quickly.  
Many workshops have very limited numbers to ensure a personal and hands-on experience, so we 
strongly encourage early bookings to avoid missing out. 
Workshops are suitable for a wide range of experience from beginner to advanced. 
From wheel throwing and hand building to specialised surface techniques and creative 
masterclasses, there is an incredible variety of experiences on offer this year. 
Check out all our Workshops here. Make your bookings using the Humanitix QR code below. 
 
 
Register now to win: 
This year, we are asking patrons to REGISTER (it's still free!).  
On the Humanitix QR code, you will find an opportunity to register for the 
Open Studios, a gallery opening or purchase a workshop place. 

  

https://www.northcoastceramics.com/mud-trail
https://app.getresponse.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62b&co=JbRKWM&lc=z8zOyC&mc=Ib&s=BZFWDOi&u=tZAsy&z=EM9HhmF&
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Register to be in the draw to win a 3 night residency – 
accommodation, studio and coaching support in beautiful 
Bangalow courtesy of www.victoriakeesing.com 

  

Interactive Map Coming Soon 
Planning your Mud Trail adventure will soon be even easier, with our new interactive map 
launching shortly. The map will help visitors explore studios, plan travel routes, discover nearby 
experiences, and create their own personalised Mud Trail journey across the region and share 
their plans with friends. Stay tuned — we can’t wait to share it with you. 
 
2026 Mud Trail Brochure 
Our beautifully designed 20-page Mud Trail brochure will be released in mid-July 2026 and will 
include studio information, artist profiles, workshop details, maps, and everything you need to 
make the most of your Mud Trail experience. 
We’re incredibly excited about what this year’s event is becoming — a rich and inspiring 
celebration of ceramics, creativity, and community across the North Coast. 
Mark the dates in your calendar, gather your friends, and prepare to explore the studios, 
landscapes, makers, and stories that make the Mud Trail such a unique experience. 
We look forward to welcoming you this August. 
The NCC Mud Trail Team 

  

 
Mud Trail 2026 
Open Ceramic Studios - 22 & 23 of August  
NEW! Workshop Days - 21 & 24 of August 
All details and special events may be accessed from their website through the following link 
All events, workshops, studio information, maps and promotional material may be accessed on the 
North Coast Ceramics website 
 

 

https://app.getresponse.com/email_marketing_click.html?x=a62b&co=JbRKWM&lc=z8zOQb&mc=Ib&s=BZFWDOi&u=tZAsy&z=E9i2z8m&
https://www.northcoastceramics.com/mud-trail
https://www.northcoastceramics.com/
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